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SPECIAL NOTE: This issue, for 8 chengs, wa're going o start
|with one of the very few almost-totally unfavorable comments
we've received % dats on STAR WARS #14. Perhaps the
lsttar, and s answer (detsiling some of the difficuities

inhersnt in the movie "'Star Wars” into comics form
the way we did it), will be of interest; at least, we hope so. . .|

People,

About a year ago | stopped collecting comics because they
were getting too expensive for my tastes. However, | came out
of my hermitage long enough to pick up issues 1-4 of STAR
WARS at a recent convention.

Because of my devotion to the movie, | was utterly disgusted
at the job you people have done on the comic end,

First of all, Roy’s adaptation is, to say the least, horrendous.

He's added things that don't need to be added, giving the ust

reading a fourth-grade look. Why he can’t spell “Wookie”
right is beyond me. | think fame has gone to the Thomas head
so that he thinks he can do whatever he wants just because he
is who everybody tlaims he is. ROY THOMAS, BOY WONDERI
I'm smazed you don't try to put that in a comic-book,

Let me say before | rip into Howie Chaykin that | really
enjoyed the poster he did a year ago. But the artwork in
issue #1 just left me cold. Most of it seemed as if it were just
out and not given the time he could have given it No

bt it was the upper echelons that made him move. his
tush faster than he could move his pen. Luckily, Leialoha's inks,
his superior coloring methods (Oh, Marie, Marie! You

baking cake for the pessants rather then doing a
guilloutine job on ish #1) has saved thé series somewhat

| haven't seen #5 yet, although | know it's out. All | ask now
is when you go on with the series, after Roy's mutant
of the novel, please, piease get a pro sci-fi man in
do the stories or call, in Don McGregor, who did such a
beautiful job scripting the Kiliraven series, rather than hawve
STAR WARS tum Into another super-hero mag (God love ‘em
for themselves, though). And don‘t take it too hard, Roy— you
can write all of Ben Grimm’s dialogue forever,

. Don DeContreras

Garden Grove, CA

For which sop Roy thanks you muchly, Mr. D., but all the
same he rather thinks he'll continue with STAR WARS instead
for a while. Trying to answer your letter in somewhat politer
terms than /t was phrasad, we'll simply state that, = for s we
(and most readers) can tell, Roy (with or without Howie)
added little or nothing that the original screenplay (and paper-
beck book adaptation thereof) did not include; it's simply that
soveral scones were sither not filmed at the last minute, or else
scrapped in favor of 8 more viable running-time for the film,
Thus, Luke's boyhood chum Biggs Derklighter disappeared
simost entirely from thé film, except & one of the fighter

that

I

craft by Darth Vader's men (p.
ish #1), slso in the script end book, were included in
comics format but not the finished movia,

This type of thing is all but inevitable when, s Roy and
Howie did, you adapt a film from merely a screenplay and a
series of stills becauss the movie itself is not yet finished. This
is why the aliens in the background of the slresdy-famous

“Centina Sequencae™ are vastly different from those Howie |

{

; these were added in the last few weeks before the film
. long after Howie had drawn the issue. Even the opening
of copy (both the famed “Long ago in a galaxy far, far
* line and the copy that followed) were changed just prior
movie’s premiere; what you saw in our issue #1 was what
oy, Steve Leialoha, and "letterer Tom Orzechowski were
privileged to see in a rough cut of the film screened st George
Lucas’ home a few mowihs prior to opening. (Hapless Howie
never did get to see the movie till he'd laid out all six issues,
while Roy was scripting the second one before he saw even the

rough cut.)

HE

All this is not so much by way of spology, since Roy and
Howie don‘t feel they owe esnybody one, =s by way of

sea at least two issues of a STAR WARS comic-mag on the
stands before the movie opened, it was impossible to have
done things much differently. :

And, to answer your other comments briefly:

(1) As stated above, Roy will probably continue to write
and edit STAR WARS for a while. Killraven is dead, and
Chewbacca lives. We'd like to keep it that way.

(2) Howie wasn't s0 much rushed on issue #1 (though that
probably entered the picture siightly) as trying out a particular
style of artwork.

(3) George Lucas spells “Wookiea™ with two “'8's,” not one,
and it's everything else besides Marvel Comics (including pro-
gram booklets issued by the Star Wars Corporstion itself) which
is wrong there. That may change in the future, just to keep
everything consistent, but in the meantime Roy prefers to spell
Chewbacca’s generic name the way thet his crestor does. He
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Move over, Howard and Spidey! STAR WARS is herel
: Richard J. Bakowski

Eimwood, CT 06110

STAR WARS #4 was superb in every sense of the word,
Steve Pipe
Cupertino, CA 95014
The comic adaptation is & cultural experience. Marvel,
you're beautifull.

ADDENDUM: nmm-m,u-mm'
sues of STAR WARS hsve bacome a comic-book phenamenon,
Not only are second editions of the first several issues (identified
clearty by the word “Reprimt” on the cover) g on sale, and
not only is the second STAR WARS TRE Y hitting the
newsstands, but Ballantine Books has combined the first six
issuse of the comic into » special peperback-sies edition, on sale
oven &5 W . Betwesn thess thres editiors snd the originel
combe-book , more then two million copits of Roy and
Howie's “Star Wers” adeptation heve seen and the
lads, s well as Marvel, couvidn’t bs more delightadi.
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STAN LEE'S SOAPBOX
Hay, culture lovers, here’s a Thanksgiving
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tease you, slyly asking you
shout something that was fully
complataly described on & previous
the same magszine! Talk sbout
I over your facel This time

whale thicken! Oh well,
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Ishabily -hrﬂﬂr Anywsy, what do you
 think they called of’ Doc Banner? Bruce?
Uh-uhl Bob? Forget itl They decided to
name him Davel What there is about our
recalcitrant little rampager that makes it

right I'l never knowl But thers you
have it, more living proof that— daspite

than perfect! But keep it to yourselves,
huh? Wa'd hate the competish to find
out that we're merely flesh and blood!
Look, in case I'm sounding too humbla,
don't worry. Oné of these days, if we
éver do something right, 1l il you
‘sbout thet; teel - = 3
Exmlmurl

ITEM! Hey, we've been promising and prom-
1sing to give you the scoop on JACK "King”
KIRBY's two new titles just as soon as the
time was right. Well, we have first issues on
both of them sitting with us right now, so the
need for secrecy is certainly past. First off—
and we'll bet -most .of you were already

expacting this—there's MACHINE MAN, If
the title's not quite familiar to you, it's
becauss we felt a brand new feature ought to
be lsunched with a brend néw name, hut
Machine Man' i most certainly Mister Machine,
whose adventures in the nowsdefunct 2001
book drew more comment and scclgim than
any other stories in that: searing  science-
fiction series. With cyborg super-heroes still
rampaging on TV 'and star-warring robots
stealing scenes ‘st motion picture theaters,
Jack’s mechanized man with the  all-too-
human feslings ought to be one of his biggest
successes yet! For his second tite, Jack proves
that there’s no time or topic he can't bring the
distinctive Kirby toush to by taking you into

. the primitive conflicts of sarth’s prehistoric

past for the adventures of DEVIL DINOSAUR,
We're betting that if you dig our GODZILLA
book (and from cards, letiers, and sales
reports we've got to conclude that more than
a few of you do), this one just has to be your

- mixture  of monstrous mayhem! Both of

these bombshells should be bursting your way

in about a month’s time, so watch these pages

for further announcements!
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sunning himsgelf in the AMAZING SPIDER-
MAN while having & showball fight in the
same month's TEAM-UP or SPECTACULAR
SPIDER-MAN, What we try to do is

that an imaginative and industrious Marvelite
can figure: “Ahl The Hulk was in’' Hohokus,
New Jersey when h-pulhtndnﬂﬂrluﬁﬂu
ﬂrﬁuﬂmrﬂ:lﬂ isue, hﬂtmhm:m
opens with him' kicking sand In a bully's
face on Pismo Beachl Getting there probably
took him seversl deys. That could explain why
he had time to help Nighthewk and Hellcat in
the bean-eating contast several kssuss wgo in
the DEFENDERSI” We think its ona of
raally fun fringe benefits of being a Marve! fan,
and judging from some of the well-worked-out
theses thet a lot of you keep sending our way,
you're in agreement. Try it sometime. . . We
may not slways agree on the exact courme of
Marvel history, but trying to plot may be the
grestest parlor game since Twenty Questions.

HEHIWutmwmmufvmnwv

* starting to think about Thanksgiving turkey,
hntuﬂ'lhhhmnu written there's still a

N7 | ,-mu:!wt of Summer left, so we'll bow to the

¥
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ITEM! You knuw one of the

the Cosmic Hairdresser's Rinse-and-Set

fight_side-by-side with the Vision, Iron Man,

. and the Scarlet Witch against the Giant Won-

Tons of Fu Manchu in the latest AVENGERS?”
\'nxing as H"ul type of dilemma is to all
continuity buffs—and most of the Bullpen
counts itself in the forefront of those ranks—
there’s a reasonably simple explanation, oné
put forward by STAN THE MAN himssif in
this very column several years back, which
bears repeating every now and then for those
of you who dropped in late to the Marvel
Universe. Obviously, all of the hdwnmru
teking plece in all of our various tl‘tlm are not

happening at the same time. Whatma mighty
Thor is doing in his own book—to stick with

our example—may be happening befors or
after what’s going on in the AVENGERS.
Also, Marvel time is not the same &s real
time, Showing four hours of the Thunder

thmp we're
mast often asked in the jillions of letters you
people are good enough to send us is usually
something like: “Heyl If Thor is trapped by

machine in his own book, how is he able to

browbeating of thé Bullpen Softbell Team
and inform you thet despite a slow start, the
titanic ten are finishing the season strong with
victories over Doubleday Books snd rival
comics group, Warren Publishing. No small
mnufmmmmﬁqmm

. stellar performers as Vivacious VILMA
- FALII:JDH who in eddition to working.in our

Suhm-ipnm Departmeant manages to pitch,

1 hit, and field like 8 pro, end to Devastating
'EAUTDA‘LICHTEH DALE and Ramblin’ RICK

PARKER of art production, who usually
carry the beer,

ITEMI Let's closs out with a swift parade of
plugola and call your sttention to such goodies
now. available as our $1.00, BO-page, Giant
MAN FROM ATLANTIS comic. This is a

- - special- 1o kick off the series we'll be doing

about TV's linderssa superstar and offers two
bonus-length comics stories plus articles, pin-
ups and photos of Mark Harris and Company.
When we say this is a big ons, we're really
baing literal]l Also, the second in our full-color
papérback collectors’ editions is out. First was
SPIDER-MAN. This time around its the
FANTASTIC FOUR. Another peperback in
‘the Marvel manner is our illustrated version of
STAR WARS. If you missed the Treasury
Edition or regular monthly mags; here's your
chance to meke it up; if you've become &
Star Wars completist, here's one more item
you can’t live without. And last, for ybunger
readers and TV cartoon sficionados, this
month sees the appearance of the all-new, all
original FLINTSTONE'S CHRISTMAS PARTY
featuring your favorite Hanna-Barbera char-
acters in a giftsize Treasury book! Look for
‘em all. . . and for us in this same spot
naxt time.
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